
 

 

Honourary Award Recipients 2017 - 2018 
 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Scott Henderson is a lighting designer extraordinaire. A consummate artist and a dedicated 
colleague, his local credits include 60 productions for the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre, 46 for 
Prairie Theatre Exchange, 28 for Rainbow Stage and 12 for Dry Cold Productions. A multi-faceted 
artist, in addition to lighting plays and musicals, Scott has designed for dance and opera companies, 
including 10 productions for Manitoba Opera. Nationally his work has graced stages from coast to 
coast including the Stratford and Shaw festivals. A champion of the next generation of theatre 
artists, Scott has taught lighting at the University of Winnipeg and mentored many young designers. 
Scott’s gift is his ability to combine technical excellence with amazing artistry. An intelligent and 
intuitive designer, his work always supports a production and never says, ”Look at me, I’m lighting!” 
He passionately believes that lighting should elevate and enhance what is happening on stage and 
masterfully accomplishes this in large and small-scale productions alike. Equally comfortable with 
bold spectacle and intimate, poetic drama, Scott’s work is elegant and stunningly beautiful. 
A true artist, Scott is known to work on details in his design right up until the last possible moment — 
often refining his work five minutes before a first audience is let into the theatre. 
He has achieved great professional success, producing work of the highest calibre.  More 
importantly, he is respected and admired by his students, loved by his colleagues and adored by his 
family and close friends. His work has delighted audiences for decades and has left an indelible 
mark on the Winnipeg theatre scene. 
 
 
BEHIND THE SCENES AWARD 
Firearms safety specialist Dave Brown has a long and storied career in Manitoba theatre. He has 
worked quietly behind the scenes for nearly 25 years and has gotten to know almost everyone in our 
community. From the most elaborate productions at the Royal MTC to the smallest community 
theatre or Fringe show Dave is always there — even for those who cannot afford his services. In 
order to have live gunshots on stage, theatres rely heavily on Dave’s careful choreography. With 
great skill, serious professionalism and wonderful humour, he addresses all the risks involved and 
properly trains each and every cast and crew member.  
His contribution to Winnipeg theatre extends past working behind the scenes. Dave is passionate 
about education and lovingly works to keep the next generation trained and safe. An advocate of 
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education and training, Dave is in demand as a lecturer on safety in the entertainment industry. He 
was invited to speak at the recent annual conference of the Canadian Institute for Theatre 
Technology (CITT) and helped to design the firearms safety module for all IATSE locals across 
North America. 
Dave Brown is a huge asset to the city of Winnipeg. We all know the spark in his eye that is ignited 
every time he gets to sit in a darkened theatre in order to help bring the fantasy on stage to life. 
When asked why he spent so much time helping out the smallest production for little or no pay he 
said, “These are my friends. I need to keep them safe.” 
 
 
THEATRE EDUCATOR AWARD 
Chris Johnson is a retired theatre professor from the University of Manitoba. In his 40 years as a 
theatre educator he was responsible for teaching thousands of theatre students, creating the theatre 
program at the U of M and launching the landmark Black Hole Theatre. 
Chris’s level of commitment to Winnipeg theatre extends well beyond classroom and university 
productions as he continues to work with former students on Winnipeg Fringe shows and 
independent productions. Chris has served on the boards of directors for Shared Stage, Prairie 
Theatre Exchange and Theatre Projects Manitoba. Chris championed the building of a beautiful new 
state-of-the-art facility — the John J. Conklin Theatre in the Gail Asper Performing Arts Hall in Tache 
Hall at the U of M and forged a unique liaison with Prairie Theatre Exchange which allows U of M 
students to both get course credit for PTE classes and to benefit from the expertise available there. 
He has a passion for working on the development of new plays by emerging local writers and has 
been invaluable in the growth of many in our community as theatre artists. Chris will do anything to 
help his students succeed and, as a supporter of all Winnipeg theatre, can be found in the audience 
of professional and independent productions of all shapes, sizes, and budgets. 
If you were to ask any of his past students who their biggest supporter is, all of them will 
undoubtedly say “Chris Johnson.”  Chris saw, and continues to see, his role as a theatre professor 
as a nurturer. Hundreds and hundreds of theatre artists, many education students who went on to 
teach theatre throughout the province, and countless others who continue to enjoy life in and with 
the theatre began their journey with Chris Johnson as their most dedicated guide. His passion for 
theatre and young artists is inspiring. 
 
 
THEATRE CHAMPION AWARD 
Gail Asper is a passionate champion of all of the arts in Winnipeg. A true gift to our community, Gail 
is wildly proud of our local artists and freely gives of her time, talents and resources. She does this 
not as a duty but out of a deep love and strong commitment to what she knows the arts bring to 
artists and audiences in our city.  Gail loves theatre and this enthusiasm has been demonstrated 
over and over by her funding of education initiatives, dedication to fundraising efforts, support of the 
creation of the Winnipeg Theatre Awards and service on multiple arts stabilization and theatre 
boards (including those of the Royal MTC and PTE). 
Gail’s contribution to the arts scene in Winnipeg is immeasurable. The breadth of her financial 
support is, of course, extensive and a gift to the entire community — from large regional companies 
to the smallest artist-driven endeavor. But of even more value is her genuine interest, her gifts of 
time and advice, her humour and her ability to assess a problem and offer a solution. She believes 
in us and we feel that she is one of us. A gifted performer in her own right, her support for the arts 
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comes from a place of true understanding. Her confidence in the vision of the theatre artists of 
Winnipeg has fed us, fostered us and sustained us.  
For over 30 years Gail has demonstrated again and again a deep and profound love and respect for 
the arts in Winnipeg as well as throughout Canada. Her list of contributions to the Winnipeg and 
national arts scenes is incredibly impressive. Gail supports companies of all sizes from a variety of 
disciplines and is a strong champion for smaller companies with seemingly impossible aspirations. 
She is devoted in her support of all artists and organizations and we would be hard-pressed to find a 
company that has not benefited from her enthusiastic patronage. These relationships are a 
testament to her loyalty and desire to help companies grow and develop. Never jaded in her 
opinions, Gail is extremely educated about the arts and has managed to maintain an enviable, 
wide-eyed wonder and appreciation for everything she sees.   Gail Asper is pure gold — a treasure 
unique to Winnipeg and beloved by our community. 
 

 


